
Governor Greg Abbott 


RECEIVED 

JAN 2 3 2CJS 


January 23, 2019 
Justin Gordon 

Office of the Attorney General 
Open Records Division 
P.O. Box 12548 
Austin, Texas 78711-2548 

Re: Open Records Letter Ruling Request 

OOG ID#: 012-19 

Dear Mr. Gordon: 

On January II, 2019, the Office of the Governor (the “OOG”) received a modified request under 
the Public information Act (the “PIA”) from Mr, Brett Barrouquere. ‘ A copy of the initial request 
and modffhRfi^netn^ a re'maehErt a s Rvhlhlt A. —- ^ ^ 

The OOG asserts information responsive to this request is excepted from disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (“PIA”). Specifically, the OOG invokes all of the exceptions provided by, 
and the exceptions incorporated into, sections 552.101 through 552.158 of the PIA. 

Pursuant to section 552,301(a) of the PIA, this letter is submitted in order to seek a decision as to 
whether the exceptions apply. To assist in your review, the OOG will provide written comments 
and the responsive documents, or a representative sample of the responsive documents, not later 
than the 15"' business day from the date the request was received. 

Should you need additional information, please feel free to contact me at 512-463-1750 or via 
email at publicrecords@gov.texas.gov. 


Coordinator 
Assistant General Counsel 
Office of Governor Greg Abbott 


Sincerely, 


Josep' 

Publi 



hnke 

formation 


' The OOG was closed January 21,2019, for a holiday. 


Post Office Box 12428 Austin, Texas 78711512-463-2000 (Voice) Dial 7-1-1 For Relay Services 






cc: Brett Barrouquere 

Southern Poverty Law Center 
400 Washington Avenue 
Montgomery, AL 36104 
VIA EMAIL ONLY 
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Johanna Meade 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


67113-47905562® requests.muck rock.com 
Tuesday, January 8, 2019 4:56 PM 
Public Records 

012-19 Barrouquere - Request 


Office of the Governor 
Texas Public Information Act Office 
P.0, Box 12428 
Austin, TX 78711 

January 8, 2019 

To Whom It May Concern; 

Pursuant to the Texas Public Information Act, I hereby request the following records: 

any and all public records documenting communication between of Anthony Richard “Tony” Perkins and the Family 
Research Council and the Texas Governor’s office between January 10, 2013 and the present. 

Please construe this request to include emails, memos, messages, note and text messages (if available). 

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made for 
commercial purposes. 

In the event that there are fees, I wouldlje grateful if you would infolrmThe of the total chargesiTradvaffce’^of fulfilling 
my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or CD-ROM if not. 

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your response to this 
request within 10 business days, as the statute requires. 

Sincerely, 

Brett Barrouquere 334-956-8234 
Filed via MuckRock.com 

E-mail (Preferred): 67113-47905562@requests.muckrock.com 

Upload documents directly: https.V/www.muckrock.com/accounts/agency_login/office-govemor-3877/foia-request-for- 
frc-and-tony-perkins-communications-67! 13/?email=publicrecords%40govemor.state.tx.us&uuid-login=a72859b3- 
fc58-48fd-a5a4-6cb6fcl2eb30#agency-reply 

Is this email coming to the wrong contact? Something else wrong? Use the above link to let us know. 

For mailed responses, please address (see note): 

MuckRock News 
DEPT MR 67113 
411A Highland Ave 
Somerville, MA 02144-2516 

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock by the 
above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly addressed (i.e., 
with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) requests might be returned as 
undeliverable. 
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Johanna Meade 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Public Records 

Tuesday, January 8, 2019 5:01 PM 

67113-47905562@requests.muckrock.com 

012-19 Barrouquere - Request for Clarification 


Mr. Barrouquere: 

This email seeks to narrow or clarify your request to avoid the production of and potential charges for responsive 
information that you are not interested in receiving. Additionally, clarifying or narrowing the scope of your public 
information request can assist the OOG in providing responsive information to you more quickly and potentially avoid 
the need for a decision from the Office of the Attorney General. 

Your original request seeks^lublic records documenting communication between of Anthony Richard “Tony” Perkins 
and the Family Research Council and the Texas Governor’s office between January 10, 2013 and (January 8, 2019].” 
Please respond to the following request for clarification or narrowing: 

• Are you willing to narrow your request to exclude certain divisions that are not likely to have 

information related to your request? Narrowing your request to exclude certain divisions, such as the Texas 
Music Office or Texas Film Commission, may reduce the chargeable labor required to obtain any responsive 
information. To see a list of some of the divisions of the OOG that may be excluded, you can visit: 
htt ps:/Vuov.iexas.eov/oraani7.ation . 

Your narrowing or clarification of this request does not preclude you from making future requests for additional 
information. After we receive your response, we can begin a search of our records for the information you are seeking. 
If the OQG does not receive a response from you by the 61 st day after the date this email is sent, your request will be 
considered withdrawn, tiov't Lode § 5h2.22Z(d}, (g). the withdrawal of your request does not preclude you from 
requesting the same or other information in the future. You can reach us at piiblicrccoids'g.uov.lexas.uov or 512-463- 
1750 with any questions. 

Best regards, 

Joseph Behnke 

Public Information Coordinator 
Assistant General Counsel 
Office of the Governor 


From: 67113-47905562(®requests.muckrock.com <67113-47905562(5)requests.muckrock.com> 

Sent: Tuesday, January 8, 2019 4:56 PM 

To: Public Records <publicrecords@gov.texas.gov> 

Subject: Texas Public Information Act Request: FOIA request for FRC and Tony Perkins communications 


Office of the Governor 
Texas Public Information Act Office 
P.O. Box 12428 
Austin, TX 78711 

January 8, 2019 

To Whom It May Concern: 
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Pursuant to the Texas Public Information Act, I hereby request the following records: 

any and all public records documenting communication between of Anthony Richard “Tony” Perkins and the Family 
Research Council and the Texas Governor’s office between January 10, 2013 and the present. 

Please construe this request to include emails, memos, messages, note and text messages (if available). 

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made for 
commercial purposes. 

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance of fulfilling 
my request. 1 would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or CD-ROM if not. 

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter, I look forward to receiving your response to this 
request within 10 business days, as the statute requires. 

Sincerely, 

Brett Barrouquere 334-956-8234 
Filed via MuckRock.com 

E-mail (Preferred): 67113-47905562(@requests.muckrock.com 

Upload documents directly: https://www.muckrock.com/accounts/agency_login/office-govemor-3877/foia-request-for- 
frc-and-tony-perkins-communications-67113/?email=publicrecords%40govemor.state.tx,us&uuid-login=a72859b3- 
fc58-48fd-a5a4-6cb6fcl2eb30#agency-reply 

Is this email coming to the wrong contact? Something else wrong? Use the above link to let us know. _ 


For mailed responses, please address (see note): 

MuckRock News 
DEPT MR 67113 
411A Highland Ave 
Somerville, MA 02144-2516 

PLEASE NOTE; This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock by the 
above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly addressed (i.e., 
with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) requests might be returned as 
undeliverable. 
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Johanna Meade 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Brett Barrouquere <brett Barrouquere@splcenter.org> 
Wednesday. January 9 , 2019 9:55 AM 
Public Records 

011-19 and 012-19 Response to Clarification 


Hi, 

I received your response about narrowing my records request, both for FRC and ADF communications. The following agencies 
and departments can be excluded from both requests: 

The Texas Film Commission 
The Texas Music Office 
Texas Tourism 

The Office of Military Preparedness 
Human Resources 

If I find any others that may be excluded. I'll contact you. 

Brett 


Brett Barrouquere 
Investigative Reporter 
Southern Poverty Law Center 
400 Washington Ave. 

tWlnntgr>mPjn|/^ 41 RRiriA. 
334*956*8234 

brett.barrouquere(5>splcenter.org 
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Joseph Behnke 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


67113-47905562 ©requests.muckrock.com 
Friday, January 11, 2019 10:32 AM 
Public Records 

RE: Texas Public Information Act Request: FOIA request for FRC and Tony Perkins 
communications 


Office of the Governor 
Texas Public Information Act Office 
P.0, Box 12428 
Austin, TX 78711 

January 11,2019 

This is a follow up to a previous request: 

Hi, 

You may exclude the Texas Film Commission 
The Texas Music Office 

Tex a s Tou rism _ ______ 

Human Resources from both my records requests. 

Thanks, 

Brett 

Brett Barrouquere 
Investigative Reporter 
334-956-8234 

brett.barrouquere@splcenter.org 
Filed via MuckRock.com 

E-mail (Preferred): 67113-47905562@requests.muckrock.com 

Upload documents directly: https://www.muckrock.com/accounts/agency_login/office-govemor-3877/foia- 
request-for-frc-and-tony-perkins-communications-67113/?email=publicrccords%40gov.texas.gov&uuid- 
login=2be552c4-afDe-44e9-b51 b-9b00723ddabc#agency-reply 

Is this email coming to the wrong contact? Something else wrong? Use the above link to let us know. 

For mailed responses, please address (see note): 

MuckRock News 
DEPT MR 67113 
411A Highland Ave 
Somerville, MA 02144-2516 

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock 
by the above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly 
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addressed (i.e., with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) requests 
might be returned as undeliverable. 


On Jan. 8, 2019: 
Mr. Barrouquere: 


This email seeks to narrow or clarify your request to avoid the production of and potential charges for 
responsive information that you are not interested in receiving. Additionally, clarifying or narrowing the scope 
of your public information request can assist the OOG in providing responsive information to you more quickly 
and potentially avoid the need for a decision from the Office of the Attorney General. 


Your original request seeks public records documenting communication between of Anthony Richard “Tony” 
Perkins and the Family Research Council and the Texas Governor’s office between January 10, 2013 and 
[January 8, 2019].” Please respond to the following request for clarification or narrowing: 


• Are you willing to narrow your request to exclude certain divisions that are not likely to have information 
related to your request? Narrowing your request to exclude certain divisions, such as the Texas Music Office or 
Texas Film Commission, may reduce the chargeable labor required to obtain any responsive information. To 
see a list of some of the divisions of the OOG that may be excluded, you can visit: 
https://gov.texas.gov/organization. 


Your narrowing or clarification of this request does not preclude you from making future requests for additional 


information. 


seeking. If the OOG does not receive a response from you by the 61st day after the date this email is sent, your 
request will be considered withdrawn. See Gov’t Code § 552.222(d), (g). The withdrawal of your request does 
not preclude you from requesting the same or other information in the future. You can reach us at 
publicrecords@gov.texas.gov<mailto:publicrecords@gov.texas.gov> or 512-463-1750 with any questions. 
Best regards. 


Joseph Behnke 

Public Information Coordinator 


Assistant General Counsel 
Office of the Governor 


On Jan. 8, 2019: 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Pursuant to the Texas Public Information Act, I hereby request the following records: 

any and all public records documenting communication between of Anthony Richard “Tony” Perkins and the 
Family Research Council and the Texas Governor’s office between January 10, 2013 and the present. 

Please construe this request to include emails, memos, messages, note and text messages (if available). 
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The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made for 
commercial purposes. 

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance of 
fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or CD- 
ROM if not. 

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your response 
to this request within 10 business days, as the statute requires. 

Sincerely, 

Brett Barrouquere^334-^56-8234 
Filed via MuckRock.com 

E-mail (Preferred): 67113-47905562@requests.muckrock.com 

Upload documents directly: https://www.muckrock.com/accounts/agency_loginyoffice-govemor-3877/foia- 
request-for-frc-and-tony-perkins-communications-67113/?email=publicrecords%40gov.texas.gov&uuid- 
Iogin=2be552c4-afl)e-44e9-b51b-9b00723ddabc#agency-reply 

Is this email coming to the wrong contact? Something else wrong? Use the above link to let us know. 

For mailed responses, please address (see note): 

MuckRock News 
DEPT MR 67113 

44r lA H i gh land Ave —-r- - - —. - .. 

Somerville, MA 02144-2516 

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock 
by the above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly 
addressed (i.e., with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) requests 
might be returned as undeliverable. 
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